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What is a storyboard? It's a place to plan out your digital story in two dimensions. The first 
dimension is time: what happens first, next, and last. The second is of interaction: how does 
the voiceover (your story) interact with the images, how do visual transitions and effects 
help tie together the images, how does the voiceover interact with the musical soundtrack? 
Any element can interact with any other one, and the storyboard is the place to plan out the 
impact you intend to make on the audience.



These are the important definitions that must be understood for the purposes of proper 
storyboarding.
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Many productions fail right out from the beginning as they fundamental haven’t answered 
the important question: “is it worth making this film or animation?” Storyboards help you 
test your concept and direct your shooting so that you ensure you capture the most 
important parts of your film/animation. It allows you to test your shots prior to production 
ensuring that you focus on what is most important in your story.
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When penciling in your shots use crude characters but not stickmen. You want to be able to 
show dimension in your frames and you can only do that if your characters have some 
relevant size to them.
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Because this is a design document and not intended to be viewed by your audience, you 
could insert a picture from another movie or animation to remind you of the type of shot 
you are looking to produce.  
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