
TRANSITION QUOTE FORMULA
Lead: Most interesting information. Something 

that will grab the reader's attention and drag 

them into the story.

Nut Shell: A summary of what the story is 

going to be about. Why the story is important.

Direct Quote: Connects to the nut graph. 

Use more than one sentence. Direct quotes 

should show the emotion of the story.

Transition: Next important fact. Use 

transition words to help the story flow. They  can 

be facts, indirect quotes or partial quotes.

Direct Quote: Connects to the first 

transition. Do not repeat the transition in the 

quote. DQ should elaborate on the transition.

Transition: Next important fact. Use 

transition words to help the story flow. They can 

be facts, indirect quotes or partial quotes.

Direct Quote: Connects to the second 

transition. Do not repeat the transition in the 

quote. DQ should elaborate on the transition.

Linked

And so on… until the story is complete

Linked

Linked



EXAMPLE

The stakes are high in Ms. Chin’s Law 12 class as the 
students run a simulated case in front of Judge Chin. 
According to Matthias Cipriano, representing the 
crown, the case involved “an alleged impaired driving 
case, where a driver crashed into a telephone pole.” 
Deena Lakher, the defense lawyer, “there was a bunch 
of other factors like the driver was a staff sergeant on 
the police force, and an investigative reporter who 
might have had bios against the sergeant and 
witnessed the crash.” Both of these students really 
enjoyed the experience. Matthias says of law class “it’s 
really though provoking, discussing what is on the news 
in a very open way.” Deena goes on to say “Ms. Chin 
treats us as mature adults.” Both Deena and Matthias 
are planning on pursuing law after high school and are 
very thankful for their experience in Ms. Chin’s law 
class.
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