
M. Schoenhals

Based on the class by

Terry Marshall



What Motivates the Movie 
Industry?
 Money – lots of it.

 The industry has been 
described as the Hurry 
Up and Wait Business.



Time = $$$$
 Basic Instinct II:

➢Cost 70 million  114 minutes/runtime =

$614, 035/minute or $10,283.91/second.

• Sahara:

➢ Cost 160 million  124 minutes/runtime=

$1,290,322/minute or $21,505.37/second

 Mel Gibson in Signs:
➢Paycheck 25 million  45 days work=

$823.04/minute or $13.70/second



Typical Day on Set



Typical Day on Set (con’t)



On Set: What’s Important?
 Teamwork

 Interpersonal Skills

 Be on time

 Have the skill set for your job!

 Be reliable

 Understand your position



Important Communication Skills
 Speaking – by succinct, polite, and tactful

 Listening – be a selective listener, hear  your Key!

 Understanding – Develop a thick skin

 Positive Attitude – enthusiasm, Yes is the answer!

 Respect – know your chain of command, everyone has 
a job to do!

 Problem Solving – help your Key look good!



The “DON’Ts” on set



The “DON’Ts” on set



The “DON’Ts” on set



The “DON’Ts” on set



The “DO’s” on set



The “DO’s” on set



Getting Started!

Become an 
Extra!



Types of Extras:
Atmosphere: no special skills

❖Example: Crowd

• Special Skills
❖ Example: Hockey Player, paid more.

 Stand In
❖ Example: approximate same height.

 Photo Double
❖ Example: looks like the actor, used in long shots.

 Body Double
❖ Example: to show off a portion of the body.



How Do I Find An Agency?
 An Agency looks after 

extra’s.

 www.vbcp.com

 Double Agents Talent: 
604-805-2390

 http://www.hollywoodno
rthextras.com/

 Reel West 
http://www.reelwest.com
/digest/digest.htm

http://www.vbcp.com/
http://www.vbcp.com/
http://www.hollywoodnorthextras.com/
http://www.hollywoodnorthextras.com/
http://www.hollywoodnorthextras.com/
http://www.reelwest.com/digest/digest.htm
http://www.reelwest.com/digest/digest.htm


What Should I Look For?
 Can they get you work?

 Do they pay promptly?



What Does An Agency Want From 
Me?

 Reliability.  This is the 
key.

 Need a headshot of you. 
Don’t spend $ on it.



Can I Belong To More Than One 
Agency?

 No.



The Call?
 Union shoots: regulations 

that they must have a 
quota of extra’s that are 
part of the union. 

 Shifts are either 4 hours or 
8 hours. Not paid overtime 
unless part of the union.



What Should You Take With You?
 Specific cloths requested by the agent.

 Take 2 changes of cloths: in case they don’t like what 
you’re wearing and you might get more work!

 A book or other quiet time filler.

 Snacks and water bottle.

 Catering: makes meals for everyone.

 Craft Services: give out snacks and also does first aid. 
Usually this is only for crew and cast.

 Small notebook and pen.



What Not To Take?
 Valuables.

 Cameras.

 Autograph books.



When The Agent Calls:

 Note when you are needed.

 Note the location.

 Note who to ask for.

 Recheck everything before 
saying goodbye!



Quiet on the set, roll camera and 
Action!

The End
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