
6.4 | Quick Reads 
& Basic Design
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STEP 1 – LEARN
• View this presentation to understand how 

Alternative Story Formats, or Quick 
Reads, can be added to a basic layout.

One of the easiest ways to add coverage and get more students in the book is 
by adding a photo presentation to the folio (page number) on each spread. 
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.CONTENT MODULES

• Content Modules can be built into your 
layout templates
– The look and feel stay the same, but 

the verbal content changes on each 
spread.

– Modules are adapted in each section, if 
desired.

For the remainder of this presentation, we are going to focus on content 
modules. Build the content module space into your layout and then change the 
content on each spread.
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FOLIO WITH STUDENT PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS
Rocklin High School [CA]

FOLIOS

One of the easiest ways to add coverage and get more students in the book is 
by adding a photo presentation to the folio (page number) on each spread. 
This should be the same throughout the book as you see in these examples 
from Rocklin HS.



FOLIO WITH STUDENT PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS
Rocklin High School [CA]

FOLIOS | CONSISTENCY

Notice that the folios are consistent on each spread and fit with the angled look 
of the other graphics on the page.



FOLIO WITH STUDENT PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS
Rocklin High School [CA]

FOLIOS | SIDEBAR

You can see, once again, that the folios echo the angles used throughout the 
book. Also notice the fun coverage running along the top of the spread. They 
are quotes from students about things they want to do. The surveys you 
created yesterday could be used to do something like this.



FOLIO WITH STUDENT PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS
Chaparral High School [AZ]

FOLIOS

Student photos are next to page 
numbers.

Yearbook staffers who worked on the 
page are given credit for their work in 
this location.



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Bryant High School[AR]

SIDEBARS

Bryant HS



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Bryant High School[AR]

SIDEBARS | CONSISTENCY

Bryant HS



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Whitney High School [CA]

SIDEBARS



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Kirkwood High School [MO]

SIDEBARS

This sidebar entry point allows the staff 
to capture quotes from multiple 
students who took part in an activity.



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Kirkwood High School [MO]

SIDEBARS | CONSISTENCY



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Coronado High School [NV]

SIDEBARS

Coronado HS ran a horizontal sidebar 
that included a quote from one student 
per spread, plus their signature.

Also notice that the folio in the upper-
right includes topic information as well 
as giving credit to the yearbook staffer 
who worked on the page.



PHOTO STRIP
Coronado High School [NV]

SIDEBARS

In the case of Coronado High School, 
there are two side bar entry points. The 
photo strip allows them to cover a lot of 
students. Notice that every single 
photo includes identification captions.



SIDEBAR OF STUDENT QUOTES
Coronado High School [NV]

SIDEBARS

Notice how Coronado changed their 
entry point sidebars in this section of 
their book.



EYELINE WITH STUDENT PHOTOS AND QUOTES
Hopkins High School [MN]

EYELINES

The eyeline on this spread unifies the 
layout, make the two pages one unit.



EYELINE WITH STUDENT PHOTOS AND QUOTES
Hopkins High School [MN]

EYELINES



St. Mark’s School of Texas [TX]

CONTENT MODULES

CONTENT MODULE | Cut-out background photos provide strong 
reader-entry points into this module. To define the space without 
overpowering the content, rule lines frame the module.
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Creekview High School [GA]

CONTENT MODULES
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Kirkwood High School [MO]

CONTENT MODULES
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Rocklin High School [CA]

OTHER



ADDING QUICK READS
• Quick Reads can be built into layout templates after they are 

complete.

• Replace an existing photo space or build a sidebar into each 
layout

• Verbal content is changed on each spread.

• Visual theme tie-in can change in each section of the book, if 
desired.

For the remainder of this presentation, we are going to focus on 
content modules. Build the content module space into your layout 
and then change the content on each spread.
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BEGIN HERE



Keep the space size and shape, but 
remove the photo or story.



INSPIRATION

Find an inspiration piece, if necessary.



Fill the space with the new content.

This same process will work for 
sidebars or any other place students 
want to add Quick Reads to their 
layouts.

Notice that all rules of design apply 
within a content module. This one 
includes a headline, subheadline, a 
dominant element (the girl sitting on 
the floor), even spacing and captions 



for every photo.
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STEP 2 – PRACTICE
• On the following slides, identify the location of the quick reads 

seen on each of the spreads.

• Remember, quick reads can be seen in:
• Side bars
• Folios
• Content modules



Coronado Middle School [CA]
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Coronado Middle School [CA]

Add school state.
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Central High School [TX]
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Bryant Freshmen Academy [AR]
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Grand Blanc High School [MI]
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Gross Point North High School [MI]
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STEP 3 – USE
• Editors, or the class as a whole, should make a decision 

about how and when quick reads will be included in this 
year’s yearbook.

• Editors, or the class as a whole, should create a style guide
so that the quick reads reflect the book theme.

• Hang the style guide in a visible place so everyone can 
reference it easily.

• Each staffer should work on assigned spreads, adding quick 
reads. Add verbal and visual content if you have it right now. 
If not, design it so it is ready when you do have the content.


